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What has been said about the contest between self-images in 
cases where the environmental image of the apparition is quelled 
by the dominating environmental image of the percipient, so that 
the apparition appears in the surroundings of the clairvoyant, 
applies in the case of the visibility of apparitions in thick 


darkness. 


As stated, at the instant of impingement, the clairvoyant's 
direct perception (normal) of the sense field is suspended. The 
immediately preceding impressment of the environment then becomes 
content of memory. If the clairvoyant's percipience occurs during 
a period of darkness, the self image of the apparition, as the self- 
centre knows itself to be, and cannot therefore be obscured by 
physical darkness, is perceptible to the percipient. Thus, a mental 
event is contrasted with a physical one(darkness), often in retro= 
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spect luminous. When the critical or at least, 
discriminating faculties of the medium again become active, the 


conditions for percipience cease, abruptly or lingeringly. 


A favourite superstition is that ghosts and apparitions observe 
anniversaries in the material environment. The sense of time, or 
duration in the sense field is quite different from that in the 
mind world, which should be sufficiently illustrated by dreams, 
in which so much seems to happen with normal duration, within mere 
seconds or fractions therof in the waking world of recorded time. 
Experiments have confirmed that events covering months up to years 
can be traversed under hypnosis with” seconds, yet the sense of dur- 
ation in the induced reflective state seems to the subject to be 


normal. 


The content of memory is the established past -- all its images 
exist simultaneously. No effort is required to bring anything into 
focus,because it is already there. Every event of significance 
to a mind centre needs no further resort to the physical world. 
When a self-image wishes to focus on an anniversary, it instantly 


has it, and can gain nothing from the world of inertia. All its 
world is within it, and any reference to the outer world through a 


Clairvoyant would be out of consonance with its own content. 
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Conventionalisation of the ghost or apparition into a sheeted 
spectre is a time-honoured simplistic representation. It has had 
to do duty where reasoned parapsychological information is 
lacking. The idea may also owe something to the irrational notion 
that spectres are properiy,witn shrouds, the accepted symbol of 
death. | 

The trouble is that ghosts and their kindred variants are 
not dead. Only the bodies they were associated with are dead. 
The mind centre is henceforth clothed in memory or bias-modified 
image of the physical component. This accords with St. Paul's 
reference to the physical 'body' as distinct from the 'spiritual' 


body. 


Only when it was recognised that the persona is capable of 
an existence independent of the physical organism -- as implied 
in experimental phantasms of the living, and the incidence of 
telepathic mind=sharing, did apparitional phenomena gain 


intelligibility. 

The spell which the lore of the ghost maintains over the 
ereat majority of people bears some relation to their need for 
a conscious solution to the enigma of death and human destiny. 
The veridical apparition points a way; but it also raises many 


questions in the earnest thinker. 


